
A Common Core State Standards & 
Next Generation Science Standards-Aligned 

Discussion/Project Guide for Grades K-3

Charles’s 
Bridge
ISBN-10:  0985415134

ISBN-13:  978-0985415136

Written by Sandra Novacek
Illustrated by Nicole Lapointe

When armed soldiers arrive near their hometown in 1938, Charles’s parents must move the family 
to another town in Czechoslovakia. Artistic Charles misses his old home--as well as the art sup-
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Introducing Charles and Sandra

Sandra A. Novacek was born and raised in the Detroit, Michigan 
area and found her true calling as a librarian as a young girl, when 
she developed a checkout system for the Nancy Drew mysteries she 
loaned to her friends. After earning a BA in English and Theater 
from Michigan State University and a Masters in Library Science 
from Wayne State University, Sandra worked as a high school 
English and theater teacher, then became director of the U.S. Army 
Education Center in Pruem, Germany before assuming her first 
librarian position at the Library of Michigan. In 1975, she began a 
distinguished career as director of the Cromaine Library in Hartland, 
Michigan. Sandra also served her profession on a national level 
through leadership positions with the American Library Association and as president of the 
Michigan Library Association. In 1996, a library patron introduced Sandra to Charles Novacek, 
widower, artist and retired engineer who spoke seven languages and had a fascinating life 
story. Sandra left her library post and settled with Charles in a high-rise overlooking Detroit’s 
riverfront.

Meet Sandra Novacek – Author, Master Librarian, and Educator:

“He gave you love, now you must give him immortality.”
~ Da Chen, Chinese author

Meet Charles Novacek - Artist, Linguist, and Survivor of the Czech Resistance:

To those he met in his adopted hometown of Detroit, Michigan, Charles 
Novacek was a fascinating Renaissance man. He spoke seven languages, 
traveled the globe and constantly pursued knowledge. After retiring 
from a successful career as a civil engineer, Charles returned to school, 
following his lifelong dream of becoming an artist. He earned a master’s 
degree in painting from Eastern Michigan University and a Bachelor 
of General Studies and Master of Arts in Liberal Arts Studies from the 
University of Michigan-Dearborn, eventually showing his paintings and 
sculpture in Detroit area galleries.

What most people never discovered, however, was that the charming, erudite artist spent his 
boyhood in the Czech Resistance, defending his homeland from the Nazis and the Communists. 
Charles’ father, Antonin, had been a prisoner of war in World War I and ensured his son 
developed wilderness survival skills at an early age. Charles’ childhood was spent exploring the 
wilds of Slovakia and the Tatra Mountains. He learned how to find food and water, how to fire 
a rifle and shoot an arrow, and how to create shelter. He learned the details of the landscape 
around his home, including the location of its many caves.

Learn more about Charles and Sandra by accessing www.charlesnovacekbooks.com.

http://www.charlesnovacekbooks.com/
https://www.debbiegonzales.com/
https://guidesbydeb.com/
http://www.charlesnovacekbooks.com/about/
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Pre-Reading Exploration

Nicole Lapointe is a Detroit-based freelance artist whose main focus is 
digital illustration, but she also dabbles in multiple art mediums including 
stained glass, painting, and photography. Her most recent illustrated book 
is the award-winning Rosie: A Detroit Herstory. In her non-art time, 
Nicole can be found out in the woods hiking, visiting National Parks, 
roller skating, doing charity work, studying local history, being involved 
with the The Marche Du Nain Rouge, and Theatre Bizarre, and attending 
Lakes of Fire. Learn more about Nicole by accessing her website at             
www.nicolelapointe.com.

Meet the Illustrator - Nicole Lapointe:

The Charles’s Bridge - Fun Facts:
• The bridge in the story is a baroque bridge in the town 

of Náměšť nad Oslavou in the Czech Republic aka 
Czechia (former Czechoslovakia). 

• It was built by Count Václav Adrian of Enkenvoirt in 
1737.

• An arched road bridge with sculptural decoration by 
Josef Winterhalder, the bridge is the second largest 
Czech bridge with the richest sculptural decoration 
following the Charles Bridge in Prague hence it is 
sometimes referred to as the “Little Charles Bridge”.

• Today the bridge is designed for pedestrian traffic only.

• Examine the illustration of the boy. Identify his most outstanding feature.
• Study the objects he is holding in his arms. Describe them.
• Predict what he intends to do with the objects. Identify the clues that suggest his 

intentions.
• How is the boy feeling? How do you know?
• What does the use of vibrant colors suggest about the emotional tone in this scene? 

Explain your answer.  
• Illustrations tell stories with images, rather than words. What is the story this illustration 

is telling? 
• The title of the book is CHARLES’S BRIDGE. Make a connection with the title and the 

illustration featured on the back cover. What does the bridge in the illustration have to 
do with the boy holding art supplies?

• Predict what this story is going to be about.  

Consider the illustrations on the front and back covers of the book:

http://www.charlesnovacekbooks.com/
https://www.debbiegonzales.com/
https://guidesbydeb.com/
https://www.nicolelapointe.com/portraiture
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Discussion Questions

My sketchpad and paintbrushes are necessities, he thought stubbornly. He’d 
rather have his art supplies with him than any of the clothing stuffed 

inside his suitcase.

Charles had hoped to make friends when he started school. 
But the other children laughed when he stumbled over Czech words in his strange 

Slovak accent.

Without any art supplies or painting, Charles spent his afternoons walking alone 
through the dark, pine-scented forest.

• The word necessity means essential, indispensable, and needful. Which do you feel 
would be more essential to survive escaping danger during  wartime - art supplies or 
clothing? Explain your answer.

• To Charles, having a sketchpad with him at all times was something he needed to get 
him through life daily.  Predict why this was so. 

• Notice the scenery in the illustrations featuring Charles and his family at the train 
stop.  Why do you think the illustrator chose to use dark tones, rather than bright, vivid 
colors? What do the dark tones suggest about Charles’s feelings at this point in the 
story? 

• The word hope means desire, wish, and yearning. Which definition do you feel best fits 
Charles in the classroom scene? What is Charles hoping for? What is keeping him from 
making friends? Explain your answer.

• Other than his art supplies, what else Charles have to leave behind in Hrachovo? 
• Consider how Charles’s struggles in school combined with being forced to leave his 

home contributed to feelings of loneliness and isolation. 
• Tell how art helped to heal the sadness and rejection Charles experienced as a child. 

• Describe the change in color choices used in the illustration depicting Charles in the 
woods. Determine what the brighter, more colorful tones suggest about Charles’s 
feelings at this point in the story.

• Explain why Charles is placing a fishing rod in the cave. How can a fishing rod serve as 
an essential item for survival?

• Imagine what it was like to be constantly concerned about war forcing you from home. 
Consider how art helped Charles deal with fear and worry. 

http://www.charlesnovacekbooks.com/
https://www.debbiegonzales.com/
https://guidesbydeb.com/
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I wish I could paint this bridge, he thought, But there was no hope of doing that - 
his art supplies had been left behind, and paints and paper were 

still in short supply.

As colors filled the page, Charles could feel the darkness slip away - his lonely 
classroom, his ache for home, his worries about the war that was 

slowly marching closer. 
All that existed for him was his art and the bridge. 

• Ingenuity is defined as inventiveness, creativity, cleverness, and resourcefulness. Which 
definition best describes Charles’s discoveries to make his own paint and brushes from 
the wild? Explain your answer.

• Not only did Charles ultimately paint his beloved bridge as a young man, he did so, 
once again, from memory as an adult. The painting he created then was stunning 
enough to be featured in an art exhibit. Make a connection between his youthful 
yearnings to paint the bridge and the effect this longing had upon his memory. 

A replica of the bridge in the town of Náměšť nad Oslavou painted by 
Charles Novacek in 2003.

• Consider how Charles’s passion to paint the bridge helped define the person he would 
later become.

• Oftentimes objects serve as symbols to represent something abstract such as freedom, 
joy, and happiness. Determine how the actual Charles’s Bridge might serve as a symbol 
for the life of Charles Novack. How does the bridge serve as a representation of his 
life’s story?

http://www.charlesnovacekbooks.com/
https://www.debbiegonzales.com/
https://guidesbydeb.com/
http:// 
http://bridge in the town of Náměšť nad Oslavou 
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Making a Sketchpad

As colors filled the page, Charles could feel the darkness slip away – 
his lonely classroom, his ache for home, his worries about the war 

that was slowly marching closer. 

Objective: To observe, illustrate, and record patterns in nature.

Materials: 
• CHARLES’S BRIDGE, the book
• My Sketchpad (Guide, pgs. 8-11)
• Needle
• Thread
• Paper clips
• Stapler (optional)
• Lapboard
• Colored pencils
• A cozy spot in nature

Procedure:
• Examine the illustrations in the CHARLES’S BRIDGE 

depicting Charles in nature. Observe and identify the 
plants, animals, and objects in the scenery surrounding him. 
Discuss how nature served to inspire him to move beyond 
his sadness to become engaged in his art once again. 

• Explain that, like Charles, the students will have the 
opportunity to become artistically encouraged by nature.

• Print the My Sketchpad pages from the guide.
• Fold pages along the dotted lines. Secure pages together 

with paper clips. 
• Using thread and needle, stitch pages together. (Use stapler 

to complete this task, if desired.)
• Gather colored pencils, lapboard, and sketchpad and find a 

wooded area, a spot by a stream, or any natural setting. 
• Sit quietly and observe the surroundings. Then draw what 

you see.
• Just for fun, choose two leaves of different shapes. Make 

a rubbing of each. Identify the leaves’ similarities and 
differences.

• Write a short essay about your experience. Use sensory 
language to describe your observations.

• Share your journal and your essay with the class.  

http://www.charlesnovacekbooks.com/
https://www.debbiegonzales.com/
https://guidesbydeb.com/


M
y Sketchpad

N
am

e









www.charlesnovacekbooks.com
www.debbiegonzales.com

www.guidesbydeb.comISBN-10: 0985415134
ISBN-13 : 978-0985415136

12

Building Bridges: A Lesson in Engineering

At last, the painting was finished. Charles gazed at it proudly. 
Whatever rivers he crossed, no matter how long his journey, he would carry it with him always.

Objective: To facilitate a simple test comparing the effects of two different types of bridge 
structures.

Materials: 
• CHARLES’S BRIDGE, the book
• Building Bridges: Project Analysis Template (Guide, pg. 13)
• Two books of equal or close to equal thickness
• 1 piece of cardstock
• A collection of small toys such as marbles, figurines, cars, etc.

Procedure:
• Instruct students to examine the illustration of the bridge on the back cover of the book. Explain 

that this type of bridge is known as an arched road bridge or a deck arch bridge.
• Identify the various parts of the bridge:
 - The Deck: The flat surface of the bridge.
 - The Towers: The vertical concrete structures that extend above the bridge deck.
 - The Arches: The curved structure built to support and sustain the vertical loads.
• Define the term hypothesis, which is a guess you make based on information you already know.  

Ask them to state a hypothesis regarding which type of bridge is the strongest - a deck bridge or 
an arch bridge. 

• Using the Building Bridges: Project Analysis Template as a guide, 
instruct students to engage in the following two-part experiment.

Part 1: The Deck Bridge
• Place the two books close to each other, about 3.5 inches apart.
• Place the piece of cardstock across the books, creating a deck 

bridge.
• Place a small toy on the deck. Record observations.
• Continue to add additional toys until the bridge collapses.  Record 

observations.

Part 2: The Arch Bridge
• Bend cardstock and place it between the books. 
• Balance the toys on top of the curved piece of cardstock. See how 

many toys you can place on the arch before the paper collapses. 
Record Observations. 

• Was your hypothesis correct?
• In conclusion, which type of bridge - the deck or the arch - are the strongest? 

How does the combination of being both a deck and arch bridge contribute to the 
stablility of Charles’s Bridge? Explain your answer.

• Share your work with the class. 

http://www.charlesnovacekbooks.com/
https://www.debbiegonzales.com/
https://guidesbydeb.com/
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Building Bridges: Project Analysis

Hypothesis: Which type of bridge is stronger - a deck bridge, an arch bridge 
or a deck arch bridge? Explain your prediction. 

Part 1–The Deck Bridge:
Maximum number of toys supported  
Record observations: 

Part 2–The Arch Bridge:
Maximum number of toys supported  
Record observations: 

Project Analysis:
Was your hypothesis correct? Circle your answer.
Your conclusion?

Yes No

http://www.charlesnovacekbooks.com/
https://www.debbiegonzales.com/
https://guidesbydeb.com/


www.charlesnovacekbooks.com
www.debbiegonzales.com

www.guidesbydeb.comISBN-10: 0985415134
ISBN-13 : 978-0985415136

14

Further Research

At age 11, Charles joined the Czech resistance movement with his family. His 
father and uncle, Josef Robotka, taught Charles and his sister Vlasta how to resist 

pain, hunger, and fear - and to trust no one. Meanwhile, Charles kept drawing, 
carrying a sketchpad and pencil wherever he went (Author’s Note).

Objective: To write and illustrate an informative essay in which students name a topic, supply 
some facts about the topic, and provide a sense of closure.

Materials: 
• CHARLES’S BRIDGE, the book
• Text Set References (Guide, pg. 15)
• The Meet Charles Novacek Template (Guide, pg. 16)

Procedure:
• To write and illustrate an informative essay in which students name a topic, supply some facts 

about the topic, and provide a sense of closure.
• Guide students through the various linked resources referenced in the Text Set References. 

Give them a sense of the Czechoslovakian experience and culture by perusing through the 
book list, Slovak and Czech language videos, contemporary, and historical references. 

• Instruct students to write and illustrate a story about Charles Novacek based on the book 
CHARLES’S BRIDGE and the content presented in the text set. (Young students may use the 
Meet Charles Novacek story template found in this guide.) 

• Encourage students to explore some of the following topics in their pieces.
 - His childhood during wartime
 - His social struggles
 - His family life
 - His love for art
 - His love for his country
 - How learning Charles’s experiences and overcoming obstacles has enriched their lives
• Encourage students to share their work with the class.

http://www.charlesnovacekbooks.com/
https://www.debbiegonzales.com/
https://guidesbydeb.com/


www.charlesnovacekbooks.com
www.debbiegonzales.com

www.guidesbydeb.comISBN-10: 0985415134
ISBN-13 : 978-0985415136

15

Links for Further Research

Access the following links to develop a deeper understanding of Charles Novacek’s childhood, 
homeland, language, and life experience.

History:

Homeland:

Language:

Additional Reading:

End of Czechoslovakia | Historical Atlas of Europe (15 March 1939) | Omniatlas

A List of Children’s Books About the Czech Republic Hosted by KidsTravelBooks.com

American Kids Hike to Czech Medieval Castle Hukvaldy - a video

Calling All Czechs! The Prague Uprising of 1945 - An article and photos hosted 
by the National WWII Museum in New Orleans

Prague with Kids - Tips & Activities to Try - a video

Learn Czech for kids - Animals - Online Czech lessons for kids - Dinolingo

Learning Czech - Colors & Numbers in Czech

Learning Czech - Introduction to Czech Basic Phrases

Children Czech Resources hosted by The Czech Language Club

Border Crossings: Coming of Age in the Czech Resistance by Charles Novacek

Charles Novacek (charlesnovacekbooks.com) hosted by Sandra Novacek

Simple Slovakian with Bibiana - Counting

Simple Slovakian with Bibiana - Insects

Simple Slovakian with Bibiana - Colors

Simple Slovakian with Bibiana - Family Members

http://www.charlesnovacekbooks.com/
https://www.debbiegonzales.com/
https://guidesbydeb.com/
https://omniatlas.com/maps/europe/19390315/
https://kidstravelbooks.com/product-category/europe/czech-republic/
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=books+about+the+czech+resistance+for+kids&docid=607998242032991844&mid=9C64A5FBBD1F0BF68AC99C64A5FBBD1F0BF68AC9&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/prague-uprising-1945
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/prague-uprising-1945
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?view=detail&mid=D73FD3D76D39CE455033D73FD3D76D39CE455033&q=books about the czech resistance for kids&shtp=GetUrl&shid=109df3d3-9396-400f-9d4c-e0a77526c65d&shtk=UHJhZ3VlIHdpdGggS2lkcyAtIFRpcHMgJiBBY3Rpdml0aWVzIHRvIFRyeQ%3D%3D&shdk=R2V0IFN1cmZzaGFyayBWUE4gYXQgaHR0cHM6Ly9zdXJmc2hhcmsuZGVhbHMvaG9uZXN0Z3VpZGUgLSBFbnRlciBwcm9tbyBjb2RlIEhPTkVTVEdVSURFIGZvciA4MyUgb2ZmIGFuZCAzIGV4dHJhIG1vbnRocyBmb3IgRlJFRSEgTWFwIHdpdGggYWxsIHRoZSBwbGFjZXMgaXMgaGVyZTogaHR0cHM6Ly9iaXQubHkvUHJhZ3VlV2l0aEtpZHMgSGVscCB1cyBjcmVhdGUgbW9yZSB2aWRlb3MgYnkgam9pbmluZyB1cyBvbiBQYXRyZW9uIGh0dHA6Ly9wYXRyZW9uLmNvbS9ob25lc3RndWlkZSBUaGFuayB5b3Ug7aC97bKbIE91ciBCT09LOiBodHRwczovL2hvbmVzdC5ibG9nL3Nob3AvaG9uZXN0LWd1aWRlLWVuIC4uLg%3D%3D&shhk=KZV2xynZpDEQ5KYe0o6qJhfzLq16M1qAmBAqD0Bs9QM%3D&form=VDSHOT&shth=OVP.mLrF90yxCbM_MUJGvaTQhwEsDh
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?view=detail&mid=49F678BA5B82E8375EEC49F678BA5B82E8375EEC&q=books about the czech resistance for kids&shtp=GetUrl&shid=79e38ed7-30e0-43cf-b6dc-ee055e8b098f&shtk=TGVhcm4gQ3plY2ggZm9yIGtpZHMgLSBBbmltYWxzIC0gT25saW5lIEN6ZWNoIGxlc3NvbnMgZm9yIGtpZHMgLSBEaW5vbGluZ28%3D&shdk=TGVhcm4gQ3plY2ggZm9yIGtpZHMgLSBBbmltYWxzIC0gT25saW5lIEN6ZWNoIGxlc3NvbnMgZm9yIGtpZHMgLSBEaW5vbGluZ28gaHR0cHM6Ly9kaW5vbGluZ28uY29tLw%3D%3D&shhk=1P0TslD0ZzKFFe%2FWFJHIUeEjinSo8u77MSuAaXG8q9U%3D&form=VDSHOT&shth=OVP.QkNFH9fqPG2wmOq-NxYkmwHgFo
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?view=detail&mid=BEDECBA6B6DECB0D2869BEDECBA6B6DECB0D2869&q=books about the czech resistance for kids&shtp=GetUrl&shid=f4671518-e02f-4edb-b84a-ad54a533c520&shtk=TGVhcm5pbmcgQ3plY2ggLSBDb2xvcnMgJiBOdW1iZXJzIGluIEN6ZWNo&shdk=TGVhcm5pbmcgQ3plY2ggRG93bmxvYWQgQ291cnNlIFN5bGxhYnVzIEhlcmU6IGh0dHBzOi8vY3JhaWdzcG9ydGFsLmNvbS9MZWFybmluZy1DemVjaC8gTGVhcm5pbmcgQ3plY2g6IENvbG9ycyBcdTAwMjYgTnVtYmVycyBpbiBDemVjaCBXZSBzdGFydCBvZmYgdGhpcyBlcGlzb2RlIGRpdmluZyBpbnRvIHRoZSBiYXNpYyBjb2xvciBhbmQgbnVtYmVycyBvbmUgdGhyb3VnaCB0ZW4uIEFsbCBjaGlsZHJlbiBsZWFybiB0byBjb3VudCBvYmplY3RzLiBBIGJhc2ljIHRhc2sgbGVhcm5lZCBxdWlja2x5IGF0IGEgeW91bmcgYWdlLiBUaGVuIHdlIGFzc29jaWF0ZSB0aGUgc291bmRzIG9mIHdvcmRzIHRvIHRoZSAuLi4%3D&shhk=DfgqTDiteGItviyI4sGfcFukh6UAotJB8ISsq7OrGKk%3D&form=VDSHOT&shth=OVP.ZAo9L5B8BzQoqPIxkcKf6QEsDh
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?view=detail&mid=09BE4B8AA1E4F9A6C3D209BE4B8AA1E4F9A6C3D2&q=books about the czech resistance for kids&shtp=GetUrl&shid=9032fd5b-6e2b-440b-9687-d5bfee43c468&shtk=TGVhcm5pbmcgQ3plY2ggLSBJbnRyb2R1Y3Rpb24gdG8gQ3plY2ggQmFzaWMgUGhyYXNlcw%3D%3D&shdk=TGVhcm5pbmcgQ3plY2ggRG93bmxvYWQgQ291cnNlIFN5bGxhYnVzIEhlcmU6IGh0dHBzOi8vY3JhaWdzcG9ydGFsLmNvbS9MZWFybmluZy1DemVjaC8gTGVhcm5pbmcgQ3plY2ggLSBJbnRyb2R1Y3Rpb24gdG8gQ3plY2ggQmFzaWMgUGhyYXNlcyBJbiB0aGlzIGVwaXNvZGUgd2UgY292ZXIgc2l4dGVlbiBiYXNpYyB3b3JkcyB0aGF0IGNhbiBiZSB1c2VkIGFueXdoZXJlIGluIEN6ZWNoIFJlcHVibGljLiBUaGUgYXBwcm9hY2ggd2UgdGFrZSBpcyBiZWluZyBhYmxlIHRvIGlkZW50aWZ5IGRpZmZlcmVudCBvYmplY3QgYW5kIHdvcmRzIHRoYXQgYXJlIHJlbGV2YW50IHRvIHRoZSBlbnZpcm9ubWVudC4gT25jZSAuLi4%3D&shhk=FQUTZQ0cmpFtqXXhoyFPKvn3%2FfJcJsrQWssPY6p%2Fzzs%3D&form=VDSHOT&shth=OVP.gsh0vmaVtsTzXPzJpJckMgHgFo
https://czechlanguageclub.co.uk/resources/czech-for-children/
https://www.amazon.com/Border-Crossings-Coming-Czech-Resistance/dp/0985415118
http://www.charlesnovacekbooks.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6Xuidvfl_w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UsWXAkws4LE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iq9lr6hv2Oc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvoqRFuSX18
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Meet Charles Novacek
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Common Core State Standards Alignment
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Next Generation Science Standards Alignment
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