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Bear can do almost anything. His one-paw pawstand is perfection. He can solve the trickiest of 
equations. He can even out-build a brigade of beavers. But the one thing Bear can’t do? Ride a 
bike.

Bear tries everything to help him learn: library books, training wheels and super-cheers from his 
fellow animal friends. But all of those fail to get poor Bear on two wheels.The situation is looking 
unbearable—but an unexpected mishap might be just the thing that propels Bear to bike on! 
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Discussion Questions & Storytelling Prompts

Consider the illustration on the front cover:

•	 Describe the action in the illustration.
•	 Discuss how the bear is feeling. Tell why he feels this way. 
•	 Predict where the story will take place. List the setting clues included in the illustration. 
•	 Read the title of the book. Based on the title, guess what the story is going to be about. 
•	 Bike On, Bear! was written by Cynthea Lui. Cynthea is the author of this and several other 

books. Authors use words and ideas to create stories. Imagine what it would be like to write 
a book like Bike On, Bear! Describe the ideas you would explore as an author. 

•	 Kristyna Little illustrated Bike On, Bear! Illustrators tell stories with pictures. Consider the 
illustration on the front cover. Explain the story Kristyna hopes to tell in this illustration.

Use the Story Telling Paper found on page 5 to write and illustrate a story about 
you. Feature yourself as being either an author or an illustrator creating your own 
story. Use your imagination. Believe in yourself. Pretend to be Author Cynthea Lui 

or Illustrator Kristyna Little and tell your tale, like no one else can. 

Bear was no ordinary cub. 

•	 The word ordinary means common, average, and dull. If Bear was not an ordinary cub, ex-
plain what kind of cub he was. 

•	 Being brainy mean to be very smart and intelligent.  Discuss the types of things that brainy 
individuals do.

•	 To be flexible means to be graceful and limber. Notice Bear doing a backbend on the balance 
beam. Tell why being flexible helps Bear do well in gymnastics.

•	 Helpful individuals are supportive, kind, and caring. If Bear was known to be a helpful cub, 
list the types of things he would be willing to do for others.

•	 Being brainy, flexible and helpful are Bear’s strengths. These are things that he is known for 
and can do very well. By sharing his strengths, Bear is able to benefit himself and others. 
Explain how sharing strengths help Bear to be more confident, to believe in himself.  

Use the Story Telling Paper found on page 5 to write and illustrate a story 
about your strengths. Feature yourself in the illustration and the story. 

Tell about the things that you do well. Explain how using your strengths                               
benefits yourself and others.  

Discuss the following statements after reading Bike On, Bear! in its entirety:



But Bear had one very hairy problem.
He couldn’t ride a bike. 

•	 The word problem means bad situation, difficulty, and trouble. Explain why not being able to 
ride a bike is a problem for Bear.

•	 Tell why Bear’s strengths - being brainy, flexible, and helpful - are not beneficial in learning 
to ride a bike. 

•	 Discuss why learning to ride a bike is important to Bear. Why does he want to do this?
•	 Explain why learning to ride a bike can be a difficult thing to do.  
•	 Pretend you’re giving Bear advice. Tell him what he needs to do to solve his problem. How 

would you help him? Explain your answer. 

Use the Story Telling Paper found on page 5 to write and illustrate a story about 
something that is hard for you to so. Show how you practice to learn to skill. Tell 

why you want to learn how to do this very hard thing. 

Learn to Ride a Bike in 4 Days

•	 Consider the book Bear checked out from the library. Examine the daily advice given. Tell 
which tip you feel is the most helpful.

•	 Explain what Don’t think about it too much means. Discuss how this tip is helpful.
•	 To believe means to trust, rely on, and have confidence in. Tell how believing in yourself is 

helpful when learning a new skill or facing a very hairy problem. 

Use the Story Telling Paper found on page 5 to write and illustrate a story about 
you believing in yourself enough to overcome the hard thing you are learning 
to do. Explain how you are trusting that you will succeed. Show how you are 

becoming more confident each and every time you try. 

Bear tiptoed onto the seat, launched into a triple back paw-spring, 
and nabbed the kid. 

•	 Tell how Bear’s strengths - being brainy, flexible, and helpful - helped him to save the kid 
sailing away on the string of a kite.

•	 Note how Bear followed the library book advice. Point out how he 1) got to know his bike, 
2) practiced his balance, 3) believed in himself, and 4) didn’t think too much about what he 
was about to do.  

•	 Explain why Bear did not hesitate to rescue the kid. 
•	 A hero is brave, courageous, and fearless. Describe how saving the kid was a heroic act. 

Use the Story Telling Paper found on page 5 to write and illustrate a                story 
about a time that you did a heroic act, like Bear did. Tell of a time when                   

you were brave, courageous, and fearless. Show how believing in yourself helped 
to save the day. Your story may be true (a real event) or fictional one (pretend). 
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Cross Picture Puzzle

ACross: Down: 

1. 

3.  

4. 

5.  

6.  

2.  

3.  

5.  
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Cross Picture Puzzle Answers

ACross: Down: 

1. 

3.  

4. 

5.  

6.  

2.  

3.  

5.  
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The Parts of a Bicycle Wordsearch

seat

pedal

gear

crossbar

wheel

tire

handlebar

chain

spokes
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The Parts of a Bicycle Wordsearch answers

seat

pedal

gear

crossbar

wheel

tire

handlebar

chain

spokes



Liu, Cynthea and Kristyna Litten. Bike On, Bear! New York: Aladdin, Simon & Schuster, 2015.     ISBN: 978-1-4814-0506-5
www.cynthealiu.com          www.kristynlitten.com        www.debbiegonzales.com     

10

Parts of the Bicycle - Labeling

seat

pedal

gear

crossbar

wheel

tire

handlebar

chain

spokes

Label each space using the word list below as reference. 
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Parts of the Bicycle - Labeling Answers

seat

pedal

gear

crossbar

wheel

tire

handlebar

chain

spokes

seat handlebar

spokes

wheel or tire

wheel or tire

crossbar

chain

pedal

gear
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Bike On, Bear! Graphing

Objective: To organize, represent, and interpret data in a line graph format. 

Materials: 
•	 The Bike On, Bear! Graph (Guide, pg. 13)
•	 The Bike On, Bear! Graph Answers (Guide, pg. 14)
•	 Pencil
•	 Ruler

Procedure: 
•	 Introduce the graph format. 
	 ~ Note that the days of the week are listed across horizontal line at the base of the 	
	    graph. Point out that these correspond with the vertical grid lines of the graph.
	 ~ Discuss the numerals printed on the left of the graph. Explain that these
	    numerals represent the number of times Bear fell off of his bike, yet he got 		
   	    back on the bike and tried to ride again. Show that the numerals correspond 		
	    with the horizontal grid lines. 
•	 The blue box, found below the graph, describes Bear’s progress in learning to ride his 

bike. Read the information with the student. Instruct them to record the information 
of the line graph.

•	 Using the data printed in the blue box as reference, locate the specific day of the week 
at the base of the graph. Moving upwards on the corresponding vertical line, find the 
number representing the times Bear fell on that day.  Make a dot on the coordinate 
representing the day and number of times Bear fell. 

•	 Use ruler to create a jagged line connecting the coordinate dots. 
•	 Use the answer guide found on page 14 to check final work. 
•	 Examine and analyze the completed graph.  
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On Sunday, Bear fell 5 times.
On Monday, Bear fell 3 times.
On Tuesday, Bear fell 4 times.

On Wednesday, Bear fell 3 times.
On Thursday, Bear fell 2 times.

On Friday, Bear fell 1 time.
On Saturday, Bear fell 0 times. 

Examples for reference: 



Bike On, Bear! Graph
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Discussion Topic: Observe the 
pattern your dots and lines created.                      

Explain how the graph reflects Bear’s 
improved bike-riding skills.  



Bike On, Bear! Graphing Answers
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On Sunday, Bear fell 5 times.
On Monday, Bear fell 3 times.
On Tuesday, Bear fell 4 times.

On Wednesday, Bear fell 3 times.
On Thursday, Bear fell 2 times.

On Friday, Bear fell 1 time.
On Saturday, Bear fell 0 times. 

Discussion Topic: Observe the 
pattern your dots and lines created.                      

Explain how the graph reflects Bear’s 
improved bike-riding skills.  
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Common Core State Standards Alignment

English Language Arts Standards » Reading: Literature
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English Language Arts Standards » Reading: Foundational Skills

English Language Arts Standards » Writing
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English Language Arts Standards » Speaking & Listening
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Standards for Mathematical Practice


